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2001-2002 FACULTY SENATE ACTIONS
MEETING #7, FEBRUARY 26, 2002

S.A. 7.2.02.1
Adopted agenda
S.A. 7.2.02.2
Adopted Summarized Minutes for January 29, 2002
S.A. 7 .. 02.3
Approved Forms C from the Curricula Committee: Revision of MS in Civil Engineering, Civil Engineering ;
Revision of Concentration for Master of Music in Music History & Literature (Plan I-with thesis) , Music;
Revision of Masters in Occupational Therapy, Occupational Therapy; Revision of Concentration , Master of
Science in Nursing Primary Care Midwifery, Nursing; Revision of Major, Journalism, Commun ication &
Journalism; and, Revision of Minor in Community & Regional Planning, Architecture & Planning
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The University of New Mexico
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February 26, 2002
NEXT MEETING: March 26, 2002
The Faculty Senate meeting was called to order at 3:40 p.m. in the Kiva. Senate President John
Geissman presided.

1.
2.
3.

4.

Approval of Agenda (Action: Adopted with several changes)
Approval of Summarized Minutes for January 29, 200~ Action: Adopted)
VP Julie Weaks Report
• President Gordon was out of town. VP Julie Weaks reported that the Governor will likely veto
the current state budget bill and therefore funding for higher education. She pointed out
differences in the bill before the Governor and the current year funding in the event that the
current budget will be used should the Governor attempt to run the state on a continuing
resolution basis. The bottom line is that UNM is considering contingency plans whatever the
scenario might be, including how to pay for increasing health care for staff and faculty.
Provost's Report
Provost Brian Foster's report included the following information:
• A consultant for the library will be on campus April 15 and 16 and will report findings once the
new Library Dean has been selected. His investigations will include talking with the library
cabinet, and library professionals, and visiting library facilities.
• Five candidates have been interviewed for the Law School Dean position. Interview
comments are almost collected, and a decision will be made and announced within a couple of

weeks.
•

5.

A final pool of applicants for the Fine Arts dean has been announced. The Provost urged
faculty to attend open forums.
• Recommendations are close to being made for the Library Dean, and the Graduate Dean
search is reviewing applications. The Provost also invites faculty to interview internal
candidates for Interim Director of CIRT. The Director of UNM Taos search committee has
been appointed and is moving along, but the search for Director of the Gallup campus will not
begin until the fall.
• The Provost is meeting with Senate committees to discuss a new program review process for
academic units. It is a change from the previous process in that it will address both graduate
and undergraduate program reviews.
• A broad discussion about how UNM does its academic searches will soon take place. There
will be more on this later.
• The Provost says at this point that there is little that can be done with regard to the mistakes
made on the academic calendar for Fall, 2002, but that the Senate should be involved in
processes that would prevent future mistakes of this kind happening.
Faculty Senate President's Report
Faculty Senate President John Geissman's report included:
• A request that faculty call the Governor's office and give him comments on the funding for
higher education.
• The fact that the Operations Committee has been involved with the health benefits as well as
intellectual property issues. Many thanks go to President-Elect Beverly Burris for working with
the RFP Committee on Health Insurance Benefits.
• A recognition that a reply from the Registrar regarding the incorrect academic calendar for fall
was received and e-mailed to Faculty Senators.
• Terms of appointment to Faculty Senate President have been worked out. A dollar amount of
$11,000 has been established that represents $5,000 for summer and $6,000 for the academic
year. There is also $1,000 for travel and a semester for research at full pay to be used at an
.
appropriate time, for each year of faculty senate appointmE:nt.
• President Geissman has contacted all Faculty Senate Presidents (or t~e equivalent) at New
Mexico's four-year institutions regarding a coordinated effort to establish Faculty Regents for
each institution. There has been no response yet.

•

A reminder that Operations Committee members and a President-Elect must be elected at the
end of the current semester. Appropriate candidates need to be identified as soon as possible.

•

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

President Geissman asked that Senators remain for the New Business items toward the end of
the meeting.
• The issue of computer theft which has reached epidemic proportions, was discussed. The
Campus Police, Albuquerque Police, and FBI are investigating.
Approval of Forms C from the Curricula Committee
The following forms C were approved by unanimous voice vote of the Faculty Senate:
• Revision of MS in Civil Engineering; Civil Engineering
• Revision of Concentration for Master of Music in Music History & Literature (Plan I-with thesis) ;
Music
• Revision of Masters in Occupational Therapy; Occupational Therapy
• Revision of Masters in Occupational Therapy Plan II; Occupational Therapy
• Revision of Concentration, Master of Science in Nursing Primary Care Midwifery; Nursing
• Revision of Major, Journalism; Communication & Journalism
• Revision of Minor in Community &~ ional Planning; Architecture & Planning
Intellectual Property Policy Revision
• Viriginia Seiser (General Library) and Robert Bienstock (University Counsel) presented a
change to the current policy that clarifies language as follows: If there are no federal
requirements and no contractual agreements, faculty who produce technological works do
have a choice about whether or not to commercialize those works. A motion was made and
seconded and the revision to the policy was approved by unanimous voice vote of the Faculty
Senate. Further changes to the Intellectual Property policy are forthcoming .
Health Insurance Update
• Susan Carkeek (Associate VP, Human Resources) provided an update on issues related to
faculty and staff health insurance benefits. She reiterated much of the information presented
at the November Faculty Senate meeting but noted a time line of March 11 and 12 for best
and final interviews, March 13 and 14 for committee recommendations, and March 20 and 21
for a final decision, which is made by the President's Executive Cabinet. The open period of
changes to health insurance enrollment will be in April.
• A web-based survey was sent to staff and faculty to determine what they would be willing to
pay for certain services. Thus far there have been 1,300 respondents. To participate go to
http://www.unm.edu/~benefits/pages/rfpsurvey.htm.
• Several issues are being closely reviewed in order that current coverage is not diminished by
any new option. Many ideas are being considered to offer coverages that are as reasonable as
possible to employees, especially those in lower salary ranges.
Open Discussion and New Business
• A resolution was read by Daniel Feller (History) regarding the mistakes made in the Fall, 2002,
academic calendar. After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded for approval.
The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote of the Faculty Senate, of which there was
still a quorum. See the entire resolution in summarized minutes as noted below.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

COMPLETE SUMMARIZED MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT HTTP://WWW.UNM.EDUI-FACSEN AND
THROUGH THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, SCHOLES 101 (277-4664)

